
Hox genes and axial patterning 
 
 

Learning objectives: 
 1. Explain what is meant by homeosis, serial homology, Hox gene. 
           2. Be able to describe the role of Hox genes in axial patterning and limb   

development using specific examples. 
 3. Explain the similarities and differences in Hox function in flies and vertebrates. 
 4. Discuss evidence for and against the existence of a 'Hox code'. 
 

Reading Assignment: 
Read about Hox genes in Larsen: 
 pp.  67-69; 102-106; 335-340; 405-411 
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